























AROUND TOWN

COME CELEBRATE THE

FEAST OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE
December 11, 10 PM, Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish,

1115 S. Florissant Rd. 63121 (522-9264)

10 PM—Gathering, Prayer & Song

1 AM—Mass in Spanish

2 AM—Las Mahanitas, Prayers, Dances, Song & Breakfast

4:30 AM—Rosary & Reenactment of Story

6 AM—Mass in Spanish

7 AM—Breakfast

9 AM—Mass in English

10 AM—Brunch

CHRISTMAS COUNTRY CHURCH TOUR

The National Shrine of Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal
(Saint Mary’s of the Barrens Church) in Perryville, will
again be participating in the Christmas Country Church
Tour along with 32 other churches and chapels. The tour
will take place Dec. 13 & 14, from 2-9 p.m. All of the
participating churches welcome visitors to view their
Christmas decorations and to spend a few moments in
silent prayer during the Advent season. A tree will be
decorated with paper garland, made of prayer petitions
from local students. Hear live music on both nights.
Light refreshments will be served in the Visitor Center
where unique Nativity sets will be on display. If you have
any questions, please call the Association of the Miracu-
lous Medal, 800-264-6279, or visit our website
www.amm.org. We hope you will plan to visit us!

AN EVENING FOR THE DIVORCED & SEPARATED:
FINDING COMFORT & PEACE DURING
THE HOLIDAYS

An evening for the divorced & separated will be held
Thursday evening, Dec. 13, 6:30-8:30 PM, Cardinal Ri-
gali Center, 20 Archbishop May Dr., 63119. Greg De-
Neal, a licensed professional counselor, will be speaking
on Finding Comfort and Peace During the Holidays. This
is a free event. Please RSVP to melissakeat-
ing@archstl.org or 792.7173. Sponsored by the Office of
Marriage and Family Life.

AN INVITATION TO ST. RICHARD CHURCH FOR
AN ADVENT TAIZE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16, 4:00 P.M.

We invite you to join us, as we step away for an hour
from the frantic pace of the holiday season, into the
calming, quieting, experience of Taize prayer, and the
real meaning of Advent. The musicians of St. Richard
Parish, accompanied by harp, flute, violin, and bells will
lead the congregation in singing the prayerful, meditative
music of Taize. Readings of the season, silent medita-
tions, and lighting of candles will enhance our experi-

ence of listening to God.

MARRIAGE ON TAP- SAINT LOUIS
Married couples are invited to an evening out, just call it
date night! Be with other couples who care about a good
marriage growing better and want to enrich themselves.
Tuesday, January 15, 2019, Pasta House Company -
8231 Delmar Blvd, University City, 63130.
6:00PM dinner, $20 per person (includes tax & tip) for
buffet dinner;
7:00PM is a dynamic talk This is My Body, Given for You
by Fr. Paul Hoesing, Dean of Seminarians and Director
of Human Formation at Kenrick Seminary. You will en-
joy his insights on how a “Faithful Priesthood needs
the Witness of Faithful Marriage”.
RSVP required before Jan. 11,-2019 to: marriageontap-
sti@gmail.com
Visit our Facebook page: Marriage On Tap STL
Sponsored by Worldwide Marriage Encounter

ROBERT J. CARLSON ADOPTION GRANT
FUNDRAISER
SUPPORT THE ADOPTION GRAND AND
GET THE OPPORTUNITY TO WIN!
The winner will receive ten (10) seats in Suite 33 (along
first-base line) at Busch Stadium for one 2019 Cardinals
home game, as well as $150 of food and drinks, plus
one VIP parking pass for a negotiated date.
Aside from private donations, this is the largest fundrais-
er for the Adoption Grant. The more we raise, the more
we can award to deserving families! Tickets are $20 or 6
for $100. They make great Christmas gifts, too!
Made available through the generous donation of Mercy.
For more information contact the Office of Natural Fami-
ly Planning, 314-997-7576 or stinfp@archstl.org or pur-
chase at bit.ly/adoptiongrantraffle.

Help John the Baptist
through the desert maze and down to the people.
He wants to tell them about Jesus.
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2"Y Sunday of Advent, Cycle C

Bamuch 5:1-8
Ps 126:1-6
Fhil 1:4-8, 8-11
Luke 3:1-6

Monday December 10
lsaiah 32:1-10
Fs858-14

Luke 5:17-26

Tuesday Decemhber 11
lsaiah 40:1-11
Fs96:1-3,10-13

M atthew 18:12-14

Wednesday December 12
Our Lady of Guadalupe
Zechariah 2:14-17 or

Rewv 11:19a;12:1-6a,10ah
Oeut 13:18-19

Luke 1:2B-38

Thursday December 13
St. Lucy

Isaiah 41:13-20

Fs 145:159,10-13ab

M atthew 11:11-15

Friday December 14
St. John of the Cross
|saiah 48:17-149
Ps1:1-4 6

Matthew 11:168-149

Saturday December 15
Sirach 48:1-4,9-11
FP=80:2ac,3b,15-16,18-189
Matthews 17:92,10-13

the Lord!"

Wihile we're shopping  for
Qifts, decorating, and sending
Christmas cards, what are we
doing to make Christmas a
new rebirth of Christ for our
daily lives?

All the readings at Mass dur-
ing Advent remind us that this
segson is a time intended for
spintual preparation. It's
tempting to let the busyness
of December distract us from
the most important pumpose
of Advent: our personal spir-
itual growth.

In our responscorial Psalm to-
day, we proclaim: "The Lord
has done great things for us;
we are filled with joy!" Do wou
actually feel joyful when wou
mouth these words?

Ittakes faith to experience joy
in the midst of hardships.
Faith grows from  knowing
that the Lord does great
things for us because of his
mercy -- not because we
have earmed it, as we'll never
be good enough. Repenting
from our sins opens us to be-
come aware of this mercy.

Therefore, Saint John the

Baptizeris proclaiming to us today: "Frepare the way of

Mowi is the time to ask: WWhat preparations do | need to
make? ¥What am | doing to straighten out the messes in
my life, the areas of sinthat continually distract me from
a close relationship with Chnst?

YWhat penances will help "make straight" my path?

What depressing or discouraging val-
ley of hardship needs to get filled with
the joy of the Lord? If it seems hope-
less, what will | do to let Jesus take
charge of it? What mountain of debt
or difficult obstacle needs to be made
lowe by hawving faith in the Lord's dig-
ging tools?

What's twisted and warped in my
thinking, like a road that winds
through a jungle of confusion? | pray,
Holy Spint, that vou will lead me
straight to holiness! Wvhat's rough
about me? What's edgy and sharp
and rubs others the wrong way? Lord
Jesus, smooth me like a diamond
polisher.

Throughout, let us examine the ways
in which we still need to see the sal-
wation of God. Let us make a plan of
action to be holier and happier at the
end of the Jubilee Year than we are
today!

Reflect & Discuss:

1. wWyhich of the above guestions
stand out most for wou?

2. What will wou do with this to pre-
pare the way of the Lord so that
wour faith grows?

3. Mame atradition wou grew up with
that prepared you for Christmas.
How did this affect wour spintual
qrowth?

4 wWhat's your favorite way of pre-
paring for the holy celebration of
Christmas? Why?
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